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Rector’s Message  

 

On Sunday evening we held an Induction Ceremony in our Chapel to honour the Senior Prefect, the 

Second Prefect and the Heads of House who have been elected School Prefects for the year ahead. The 

photograph of these boys entering the A Block appeared in last week’s eNews. At the ceremony it was 

made plain that we have high expectations of them in terms of their service to the members of our school 

and the school itself. At the heart of our expectations, we trust that they will set a good example, that they 

will be proactive in anticipating issues which may arise and taking action to prevent negative outcomes, 

that they will be reactive when things have not gone as expected and that they will be sensitive to the 

needs of our broader community. The notion of service has to be at the top of their minds and this is 

neatly summed up in the motto or strapline which guides officers from all over the world who attend the 

Royal Military Academy at Sandhurst – Serve to Lead. More has been written about leadership than about 

most other subjects in the Twenty-First Century but the notion of servant leadership underlines the 

message which they received on Sunday evening. I attach my message below for your interest. The words 

apply equally to those who will serve as House Prefects; the boys holding this office have recently been 

announced in their Houses. Inevitably there will be some boys who are disappointed not to have been 

elected to such an office but there is a possibility that, following a period of continued good service, they 

could become prefects at some stage during next year. They could also engage in a Rector’s Leadership 

Portfolio which enables the boy to embark on a worthwhile project directed by the Rector/Acting Rector to 

demonstrate his leadership capacity. Following this the Rector/Acting Rector would write a testimonial 

carrying more than a small amount of weight concerning the boy’s project and how he has carried it out.  

 

This was my challenge to the boys on Sunday evening: 

“We have gathered as a school community this evening to induct the new Senior Prefect and School 

Prefects, who are also Heads of their Houses. It is an important event in the school calendar since 

those eleven boys who are moving into the A Block have been chosen as the principal leaders of the 

school. Their actions and contributions to the lives of their fellows and their capacity to lead others 

have been evaluated by the staff and you boys and they have been elected to the highest office held 

by boys within the school. We are here to celebrate with them, but also to indicate that we have 

significant expectations of them. 
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The expectations of our leaders are already well-known to many of you boys: they are based on the 

age-old, traditional Michaelhouse values of integrity, courage, compassion and humility which, as you 

know, have often been discussed in tutor groups, House meetings and assembly. These values have 

to be underpinned in our leaders by the desire to serve. Without the will to serve others, the 

Michaelhouse values will be like seed cast on stony ground. 

 

Backed by these values and the desire to serve, our leaders must have a sense of purpose, they 

should understand and act on the knowledge of the difference between right and wrong. They should 

be the type of people who put others before themselves. They should have initiative and enthusiasm 

for the task of leadership, they should be able to motivate others and they should also acknowledge 

their mistakes. But there is so much more to leadership than just that which one can quantify as our 

elected leaders will learn. However these qualities and attitudes are the essence of what makes for a 

good leader in the Michaelhouse context.  

  

If one can distil all of this into three areas, they would be: 

1. A leader must set the example. It must be a powerful example. We want someone to lead with 

dignity and honour so that we can respect that person. He has to earn our respect but he is the 

leader of our House or School and we should be completely confident that he will do the right 

thing. We have confidence in him because we know he has integrity and other qualities. 

2. We want a leader who empowers us. We want him to be enabling for us so that we can do our 

best in everything that we do. A coach may be such a leader who empowers us in a sport by 

demonstrating a skill so that we can perform a skill better. A School Prefect may empower us by 

giving us an opportunity, by congratulating us when we have done something well, by making 

what we have done seem important to him. Empowerment is a critical part of leading; it implies 

respect for those whom you lead.  

3. We want a leader who will serve us. We don’t want somebody who is full of his own importance 

and arrogant. We want a leader who will demonstrate that we are important to him. We want 

somebody who will anticipate problems arising and prevent them occurring if possible, someone 

who plans ahead and someone who will react to those problems if and when they do arise in an 

intelligent and sensitive way. We want them to understand our needs and to be sensitive to those 

needs. 

 

The notion of service is clearly exemplified in the life of Jesus Christ and, whether you are a 

particularly strong Christian or not, one has to acknowledge that he lived a life of serving others – 

never once did he promote his own interests at the expense of others, even to the extent of dying for 

others. This is all documented. And as an Anglican and Christian school, we take our lead from the life 

of Christ. 

 

Now those of you who have been here for a couple of years will know that part of the way I try to 

demonstrate and fix in your minds the importance of service to others is by our ceremony of the 

washing of feet. And I have done this year after year. 

 

Centuries ago, when Jesus Christ ministered on this planet, the ultimate act of service was washing 

someone’s feet. The roads were extremely dusty in what is now the Middle East and the heat intense. 

Feet were dirty and smelly after a journey in sandals. To wash someone’s feet you also have to bend 

down or kneel. It is a position of subservience. It was basically the job of servants – those who 

served. So, as I have said, I am going to do as I did last year and the year before and the year before 

that when I induct School Prefects at Michaelhouse and that is to wash the feet of a random selection 

of boys who have been elected into this role. I will risk your thinking that I am being ridiculous 

because I want to make the point that leadership is about service. That is what being the Rector is 

about. That is what being a Prefect is about. The metaphor will be obvious to you: it is symbolic of the 

fact that I expect School Prefects and other prefects who are elected in their Houses to serve others 



 
 

 

at Michaelhouse. I am supposed to be at the helm of our community and theoretically the most 

important person in our community, but service is my principal task. I trust that you will appreciate 

the symbolism in what I am doing: nobody in our Michaelhouse community is above doing the most 

menial of tasks in the cause of serving others. So I hope that this evening will have an impact on our 

incoming leaders who will take this motif with them through the year. Leadership is about service. 

 

And so I invite three boys at random to come up and sit in these chairs: let’s have Brent Tayengwa, 

Matt Hunter and Thomas Pakendorf. And I ask the Chaplain, Reverend Chris Meyer, to bring through 

a bucket of water and I also ask Max Oliva to provide me with a cloth and I will go ahead with the task 

before me. Thank you all for your attention. 

 

I have nothing more to say but all our leaders in this school have much to do.” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the following boys who have been selected as House Prefects:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scenes from the Induction Service and the Washing of the Feet Ceremony 

Back Row (L-R):  Ewan Logan, Cameron Schwegmann 

and Aage Erichsen 

Front Row (L-R): Kamva Mantanga, Nate Ross-Kent 

(Head of House), Graydon Leslie (Deputy Head of 

House) and Tristan Gomes 

 

Back Row (L-R): Nicola Salamousas, Oliver Vickery and 

Victor North 

Front Row (L-R): Tyron Kaufmann, Ross Ferguson 

(Head of House), Henry Love (Deputy Head of House) 

and Leruo Sento 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back Row (L-R): Connor Hatfield, Jake McDonald, 

 Jess Webber, Charles Purdon and David Readman 

Front Row (L-R): Max Oliva (Senior Prefect),  

Rendani Nonge (Second Prefect and Head of House), 

Thandanani Zuma (Deputy Head of House) and 

 Skyler Nienaber 

Back Row (L-R): Harry Porter, Kyle Heyns and Laird 

Hamilton-Brown 

Front Row (L-R): Jack Carmody, Alex Jankowitz (Head of 

House), James Hayward-Butt (Deputy Head of House) 

and James Mallett 

Back Row (L-R):   Reece Cole and Reese Hill 

Front Row (L-R): Michael Ngorima, Oliver Guy (Head of 

House), Kashane Maenetje (Deputy Head of House) 

and Chase Maskell 

Back Row (L-R):  Elliot Springate and Gabriel Isabwa 

Front Row (L-R): Matthew Samuels, Adam Collins 

(Head of House), Cameron Jones (Deputy Head of 

House) and Nkanyeziyokusa Ndlovu 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Basketball Courts – Mr Ryan Ravenscroft – Head of Sport  

 

We are pleased to let you know that the construction of three new outdoor basketball courts is well 

underway. This exciting development marks an important step forward for our basketball programme and 

will provide a top-class facility for our players when they open in January. 

 

Back Row (L-R): Benjamin Heuer, Jarred van Niekerk 

and Troy Rautenbach 

Front Row (L-R): Marc Brufau Galvin, Tshepho Molai 

(Head of House), Matthew Longmore (Deputy Head of 

House) and Ruan Ramnath 

Back Row (L-R):  Luke Viljoen, Tane Greene, Stefano 

Benassi and Preston Greene 

Front Row (L-R): Uyanda Magudulela, Thomas 

Pakendorf (Head of House), Nicholas Purdy (Deputy 

Head of House) and Ben Viljoen 

Back Row (L-R):  Thomas Wayne, Oliver Brown and 

iLan Nel   

Front Row (L-R): Simon Reeve, Brent Tayengwa (Head 

of House), Sihle Ludonga (Deputy Head of House) 

and Nicholas Hornby 

Back Row (L-R):  Alex Bothner and Nkateko Mathebula 

Front Row (L-R): Lee-Roy Mochan, Matthew Hunter 

(Head of House), Nkgwete Tlailane (Deputy Head of 

House) and Keegan Pattenden 



 
 

 

While this progress is cause for great enthusiasm, it does mean that practice space will be slightly limited 

over the next three weeks. We appreciate the patience and cooperation of our players, coaches, and 

parents during this time. Our basketball community continues to work together to ensure that sessions 

remain productive and enjoyable despite these temporary adjustments. 

 

We look forward to opening the completed courts early in the new year and are confident that they will 

offer an outstanding facility for the continued growth and success of basketball at our school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff News 

 

Congratulations to Mr Eugene Dlamini, in our Estates Department, who completed his Diploma in Nature 

Conservation and was awarded his certificate at a Ceremony last week. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done, Eugene! 

Construction on the new basketball courts – an exciting step towards 

improved facilities for our players 



 
 

 

Co-Curricular and Individual Achievements  

 
Toastmasters 

The final meeting of Toastmasters for A Block boys took place this past Saturday with their parents in 

attendance.  

 

The results for that evening were:  

Best Impromptu Speaker – Jono Boesak 

Best Evaluator – Tinashe Simelane 

Best Prepared Speaker – Aras Apteker 

 

Trophies for the year were awarded to the following boys: 

Excellence in Speaking – Aras Apteker 

Contribution to Excellence in Public Speaking – Daniel French 

Most Improved Speaker – William Russon 

 

Squash 

A number of Michaelhouse boys participated in the KZN Junior Squash Stayers Tournament held on 17- 

19 October. It was encouraging to see some of the boys taking part in their first squash tournament. 

 

U16: 2nd Graeme Higginson, 6th James Moodley, 7th Cameron Hatfield, 9th Kivar Royappen, 14th Cole 

Hooker, 15th Liam Mulller, 17th Kayden Elliott and 19th Jock Lewis 

 

U19: 7th Connor Hatfield and 9th Harry Porter  

 

 

Water Polo 

Our A Teams played in various Top 10 festivals with the following results: 

U14A: played 6 games, won 4 and finished in 3rd place 

U15A: played 6 games, won 3, lost 2 and drew 1 and finished in 6th place  

1st team played 5 games, won 3, lost 2 and finished in 7th place (with no A Block boys participating) 

 

The remainder of our teams played against Westville, with the following results: 

U14B won 6-5 and U14C won 9-8 

U15B lost 2-7 

2nd team drew 8-8, 3rd team lost 2-7, 4th team lost 5-6 

 

 

Canoeing  
It has been an action-packed week on the canoeing front. Kicking off on Wednesday with canoe polo at 

home, Michaelhouse fielded a mixed age group team and drew 3-3 with Treverton. 

 

Last Thursday saw the Annual Inter-House Canoeing event take place on the fast-flowing and technical 

stretch of the Lions River between Caversham Falls and the Sappi Bridge. Tatham emerged as clear 

victors with Pascoe claiming second place and Founders third. 

 

Saturday marked the season’s final Inter-Schools event, the relay on the Upper Umgeni. Teams of four 

alternated between single and double canoes. Hilton College narrowly edged out Michaelhouse to top the 

final Inter-Schools log, scoring 1964 points to Michaelhouse’s 1953. Maritzburg College secured third 

place. 

 

Despite the narrow miss in the team standings, Michaelhouse dominated the individual points log for the 

2025 season. With over 60 boys competing, the school clinched top honours in all three age categories: 



 
 

 

U18: 1st Craig Cribbins  

U16: 1st Duncan Roberts  

U14: 1st Brett Roberts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Cricket 

The U17A team played two fixtures last week, beating Sweetwater Hub and Howick High 1st XI convincingly 

by 9 wickets in each match. Our 7th XI also played Howick High 2nd XI and narrowly lost.  

 

On the weekend our teams played against Westville playing 12 games, winning 6 and losing 6: 

U14A lost by 9 wickets, U14B lost by 72 runs and U14C lost by 9 wickets 

U15A won by 19 runs, U15B won by 75 runs and U15C lost by 9 wickets 

1st XI lost by 6 wickets, 2nd XI won by 4 wickets, 3rd XI won by 42 runs, 4th XI won by 72 runs, 5th XI lost by 3 

wickets and 6th XI won by 9 wickets 

 

Notable achievements: 

2nd IX - Nathan Simons 3/44, Victor North 2/28, Riley Muir 57*(71), William Russon 53 (77) and Ruan 

Pretorius 31 (19) 

3rd XI – Heath Turner 4/16  

4th XI – Matthew Cassidy 118* 

5th XI – Matthew Bennett 55 and Tristan Fenwick-Wilson 3/21 

U15A – Cameron McCleary 40, Nishay Sudhoowa 37 and 4/23 and Adam Cooke 4/33 

U15B – Michael Pieterse 61 and Michael Ronald 3/14 

U14B – Remy Mainguard 2/17 and John Brink 2/26 

 

 
Basketball 

Our senior teams fought hard at Westville and Northwood but fell narrowly short in many of the matches. 

The 5th team must be commended for their fight in narrowly losing to the Northwood 4th team. Our Junior 

teams playing at home were victorious in 7 of their 10 matches with both the U15A and B and U14A and 

B teams recording good victories. The U14E team also pulled through with a 1-point victory in overtime. 

 
U14A won 40-19, U14B won 29-22, U14C lost 9-34, U14D lost 6-12 and U14E won 13-12 

U15A won 32-27, U15B won 38-18, U15C lost 13-39, U15D won 24-12 and U15E won 26-18 

U16A lost 21-28, U16B lost 23-28, U16C lost 9-12 and U16D vs Northwood lost 8-20 

1st team lost 47-65, 2nd team lost 32-35, 3rd team lost 21-41, 4th team lost 18-34 and 5th team vs 

Northwood 4th team lost 20-25 

 

Ethan Perry and Leo Watson in the U16 

relay race Ivan Nel and Craig Cribbins in the U18 

relay race 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tennis 

The Michaelhouse boys’ Top 8 played Maritzburg College in the final Dennes League fixture of the year at 

Kershaw Park and delivered a flawless performance, winning all their singles and doubles matches to 

finish with an impressive 12–0 scoreline. 

 

On Friday, the boys took part in the annual Clark Cup against staff, parents, and friends of Michaelhouse. 

After a series of closely contested matches, the boys emerged victorious with a two-match lead, claiming 

the Clark Cup for the fourth consecutive year. 

 

Congratulations to the Michaelhouse boys on these outstanding achievements! 

The U14E team showed great 

determination to win 13-12 in extra time 

Karl Spencer shooting a free-throw as 

Rorke Gehren watches on against 

Westville 

Kwando Ngidi drives explosively to the 

basket in the U15A team’s win against 

Westville 

Cosmo Friedman launching a fast-break 

after turning over possession from the 

Westville guard 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Golf 

On Sunday, the Michaelhouse School Championships were held at Gowrie Golf Club. Despite the cold and 

wet weather, the 17 golfers displayed great skill and treated spectators to some fine golf.  

 

Ben Heuer and Michael Pitt were tied at 3 over par and played a play-off hole on the 18th. Michael was 

able to hold Ben off in what was an exciting finish to be crowned Champion Golfer of 2025. Well done, 

Michael! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of the players at the Clark Cup  

2025 Golf Champion:  Michael Pitt 

Michaelhouse Golfers 



 
 

 

 

Team of the Week – Mr Ryan Ravenscroft: Head of Sport  

This week, I would like to recognise Ben Hughes for outstanding sportsmanship and integrity. Ben clearly 

edged the ball during his innings but was given not out. Despite the call, he made the courageous decision 

to walk. His choice was acknowledged and appreciated by the Westville boys, their parents, and staff — a 

powerful reminder that at Michaelhouse, integrity comes first. Well done, Ben.  

 

Huge congratulations go to our U15B cricket team and the 4th cricket XI on excellent wins, and to our U14A 

water polo team for a commendable third-place finish, including a dominant 12–2 victory over Westville. 

 

However, the Team of the Week accolade goes to our U14A basketball team. After a challenging start to 

the season, they delivered an exceptional performance to secure a well-earned win against Westville. 

Congratulations, an outstanding effort! 

 
 

Pink Drive – Michaelhouse/Hilton – 8 November 2025 

 
Once again, our 1st Team cricket fixture against Hilton on 8 November will be a PINK DRIVE match. 

Both schools will be raising funds for breast cancer and your support for this worthy charity is always 

much appreciated. There is also a PINK DRIVE ladies lunch on 7 November at Hilton College. Please see 

details below. 

 

Please click on the picture to donate or click here to purchase Michaelhouse memorabilia, tree wrapping 

tributes and general donations. Please contact Kate Muir for any further information: 

kate.muir1@icloud.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://zaf01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmhspinkfundraiser.gzd.co.za%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cnikvee%40michaelhouse.org%7C294c37043e9f49639f6208de1533c296%7Cb4913c597ff3476894daf4788cc6aa05%7C0%7C0%7C638971509246073904%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Vy0xROG25QtVXq5sAz7TZMyYHtrl1oV9QpJ99dvMjxA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:kate.muir1@icloud.com
https://zaf01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsportforlives.org%2Fcampaigns%2Fwickets-for-lives-mhs-vs-hilton-pink-drive-2025%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZnRzaANqf7RleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHk1cCeQCf0n5AsJ1ThQm8d5eUijciRG1ySMJq-OHCAJWH9bKz5DL1y7d4xmY_aem_CLkmof7JW4JuEaafuMrhZw&data=05%7C02%7Cnikvee%40michaelhouse.org%7C294c37043e9f49639f6208de1533c296%7Cb4913c597ff3476894daf4788cc6aa05%7C0%7C0%7C638971509246049248%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eTXHEM6reOv18VsaSLMRhK2cB%2BzVBzl4NxJSC%2BZaN0w%3D&reserved=0


 
 

 

Upcoming Events 

 
Please see the itinerary below for the Drakensberg Boy Choir tour including a performance on Sunday 23 

November at Michaelhouse.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Storage of Boys’ School Trunks during the holidays 

 

Should you wish to have your son’s clothes washed and his trunk stored in Nottingham Road during the 

holidays rather than take it home, please contact Georgie Carter or Thuli Khanyile. Georgie and Thuli offer 

the service of collecting, washing, ironing and returning the trunk to your son’s House at school at the 

beginning of the school year. Mending of clothes such as loose buttons and hems can also be arranged 

as well as storing of other items such as sporting equipment and washing of additional clothes or 

bedding. 

 

All dealings in this regard must please be done with Georgie or Thuli directly as this will be a private 

arrangement between parents and GezaGeza Cleaning Services. For all arrangements please contact 

them directly on gezageza566@gmail.com or via whatsapp on 082 882 7202 or 073 143 2259. 

 

 Please note the following important points: 

1. Boys’ trunks will be collected from the school laundry on either Thursday 27 November (between 10-

2pm) and on break-Up day, Friday 28 November (between 8.30-10am) 

2.  Trunks that are not left at the school laundry will not be taken by GezaGeza 

3. Trunks of prefects returning earlier for the Prefects’ Camp will be delivered to their House dayroom on 

Friday 9 January 2026 

4. Trunks for all other boys will be delivered to their House dayroom on Monday 12 January 2026 

 

 

mailto:gezageza566@gmail.com


 
 

 

Feedem Menus – Quarter 4 

 

Please click on the below image to view the Feedem Menu for the 4th quarter. 

 

 
 

 

2027 Term Dates  

 

2027 

TERM DATES 
  

 

TERM 1  Tuesday 12 January to Friday 19 March 

Half term: Thurs 11 Feb – Mon 15 Feb 

 

TERM 2  Monday 12 April to Friday 25 June 

Half term: Thurs 13 May – Mon 17 May 

 

TERM 3 Monday 19 July to Friday 17 September 

Half-term: Thurs 19 Aug – Mon 23 Aug 

 

TERM 4 Monday 04 October to Saturday 27 November 
No Half-term 

 

(The first date of each term reflected above is the day all boys are expected back for Evening Service.) 
 

 

Final Thoughts  

 

“Courage is not having the strength to go on. It is going on when you don’t have the strength” (Napoleon 

Bonaparte)  

 

“Strength does not come from physical capacity. It comes from having an indomitable will.” (Mahatma 

Gandhi) 

 

“That which doesn’t kill us makes us stronger.” (Friederich Nietzsche- Nineteenth Century German 

philosopher) 

 

“When you go through hardships and decide not to surrender, that is strength.” (Arnold Schwarzenegger- 

American film star and former Governor of California)  

 

 

 

 

With my best wishes 

 
ANTONY CLARK 

RECTOR 

https://www.michaelhouse.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Feedem-Menus.pdf
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